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resources intensify, it becomes essential to establish clear guidelines that ensure
groundwater is explored and developed responsibly.

In keeping with section 2200 of the Liberia Consolidated Revenue Code of 2021
as amended, the minster shall make policy regulations prescribing anything which

is to be prescribed under and generally for carrying out the provision of this code
and the sections 21.1, 21.2 and 21.3 of the Minerals and Mining law of Liberia,
2000, these regulations are made.

provides a balanced approach that respects both environmental integrity and
community welfare. It aims to prevent resource depletion and promote fair access
to water for all users.




Chapter 1

. Preliminary

1.1 Purpose

To regulate the exploration and drilling of groundwater resource in Liberia, ensuring
sustainable access, protecting public health, and maintaining environmental standards.

1.2 Scope

These regulations apply to all individuals, companies, and institutions seeking to explore for
eroundwater and drill boreholes for commercial, agricultural, industrial, or public use in

Liberia.

1.3 Short title and commencement

These regulations shall be called the Groundwater Exploration and Borehole Drilling/
Operation Permit Regulation of the Republic of Liberia.

This regulation shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette of the
Republic of Liberia.

1.4 Definitions of Interpretations
1.4.1 Definitions:

“Abandoned Borehole” shall mean a borehole no longer in use or deemed unproductive and
permanently sealed to prevent contamination of groundwater.

“Applicant” shall mean any individual, organization, or entity applying for a groundwater
drilling permit under these regulations.

«“Borehole” shall mean a drilled or excavated hole in the ground designed for extracting
groundwater or conducting geological surveys.

«Groundwater Exploration and Borehole Drilling Permit” shall mean an official
authorization issued by the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) allowing the exploration of
groundwater and drilling of borehole for water extraction, subject to compliance with specific

technical standards.

«Community Engagement” shall mean a process by which individuals, organizations, and
communities are informed and consulted about activities related to groundwater exploration

and borehole development that may impact their environment and resources.

“Contamination” Shall mean introduction of harmful substances, microorganisms, or
pollutants into groundwater, which may render it unsafe for its intended use.
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“Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)” shall mean a study evaluating the potential
environmental impacts of proposed groundwater exploration or borehole development,

including effects on ecosystems and public health.




“Exploration” shall mean the process of investigating and identifying groundwater sources
through geophysical surveys, and other scientific methods.

“Drilling” shall mean the process of creating a borehole or well to access water stored
underground in aquifers.

“Groundwater” shall mean water located beneath the earth's surface in soil pore spaces and
fractures of rock formations, often accessed for public, agricultural, industrial, or commercial

USC.

“Hydrogeologist™” shall mean a professional trained in hydrogeology who specializes in the
study of groundwater movement, distribution, and quality.

“Liberia Hydrological Service (LHS)" shall mean the bureau within the Department of
Mineral Exploration and Environmental at the Ministry of Mines &Energy, the government
agency responsible for managing, regulating, and monitoring groundwater resources and
overseeing the issuance of related licenses and permits.

“Permit” shall mean a formal permission granted by the Ministry of Mines & Energy (MME)
to an applicant for groundwater exploration and borehole drilling, subject to compliance with

specific requirements.

“Monitoring” shall mean the regular observation, and assessment of borehole sites,
groundwater extraction rates to ensure compliance with regulations and protection of water

resources.

“Permit Holder” shall mean the individual or organization that has been granted a
groundwater exploration and drilling permit by the Ministry of Mines and Energy.

“Public Water Source” shall mean anybody of groundwater or surface water used or
accessible by the public for drinking, agricultural, or industrial purposes.

“Sensitive Ecosystem™ shall mean an area of environmental significance that requires special
management practices to protect biodiversity, water quality, and ecosystem health.

“«Technical Standards” shall mean specific criteria established to guide the safe and

sustainable construction and development of boreholes to prevent over-extraction and

contamination.

“Yield” shall mean the volume of water a borehole can sustainably produce over a specific
time, typically measured in liters per second (L/s) or gallons per minute (GPM).
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Chapter 2. Permit for Groundwater Exploration

2.1 Permit Application Requirements.

211 Application shall be made to the Minister of Mines and Energy and in the form
specihied in the GROUNDWATER EXPLORATION AND BOREHOLE DRILLING/ OPERATION
PERMIT APPLICATION FORM provided in annex 2.1 of these regulations.
2. 1.2 The application shall contain the following information:
a. A detailed project proposal, including the purpose, scope, location, and estimated
depth of exploration for existing companies.
b. A list of available drilling rig(s) and other equipment indicating description,
trademark, age and state of repair.
¢. Information on drilling activities conducted during previous years; indicating the
year and place each activity was undertaken, field reports showing the basic
geophysical and hydrogeological conditions of the site and all other information
that may be required by the Ministry.

d.  An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports, where required, should be
attached.

e. A prool of technical qualifications of all field personnels conducting the
exploration, which include:
1. List of staff

1. Qualifications of staff at least one of whom must be able to

communicate effectively in the English language (specifically for
foreign companies),

ii. At least one qualified driller,
Iv. At least one qualified hydro-geophysicist. hydrogeologist,

hydrologist, geologist, water resources engineer or an experienced
geological technician.

.- The company’s business registration and article of incorporation.
g. All information mentioned above must be accompanied with the appropriate
administrative and processing fees (referred to as application fee), as specified in

the GROUNDWATER BOREHOLE DRILLING/ OPERATIONS PERMIT APPLICATION'S
FEES SCHEDULE provided in annex 2.2 of these regulations.

2.2 Permit Processing and Issuance

a. The Minister shall
1. Acknowledge receipt of the application within one month of receipt of the
application for a groundwater exploration and drilling permit, and
1. Inform the applicant in writing of the decision of the Ministry within two

months after the receipt of the application.
b. Where

i.  An applicant fails to pay the stipulated administrative and processing fee
within the time specified or

ii. There is an error in the application, or the applicant falls short of some of
the requirements as mentioned in section 2.1, the application will be
deemed denied without cost to the government nor any cause for the
Minister to notify the applicant.




c. The Minister will assess the application and issue a Groundwater Exploration and
Borehole Drilling/ Operation Permit if all criteria are met.

d. Permit is valid for one (1) year, with provisions for renewal based on compliance
with the terms and conditions.

2.3 Permit Conditions:

a. Permit holders must provide quarterly Groundwater Exploration and Borehole Drilling

report and samples(where notified) to the Ministry of Mines & Energy through the
Liberian Hydrological Service (LHS).

b. Groundwater Exploration and borehole drilling must not be conducted near designated

protected areas, sensitive ecosystems, or public water sources without prior approval
from relevant authority.

2.4 Permit Fees

Applicant who qualifies for the permit shall pay a permit fee in accordance with the category

specified in the GROUNDWATER BOREHOLE DRILLING/ OPERATIONS PERMIT
APPLICATION'S FEES SCHEDULE.

Chapter 3: Borehole Construction Standard

3.1 Technical Specifications:

a. A borehole must be constructed by tollowing the detailed technical specification
provided by the Liberian Hydrological Service (LHS).

3.2 Testing Requirements:

a. Periodic flow tests should be conducted to confirm borehole yield and sustainability of
extraction rates.

3.3 Sealing and Capping:

a. Unproductive or abandoned boreholes must be properly sealed and capped to prevent

contamination. A maximum depth of 1.5 meter must be achieved during the sealing and the
borehole should be capped with cement.

Chapter 4: Monitoring and Reporting
4.1Data Submission and Public Reporting:

a. Permit holders for commercial and noncommercial boreholes must submit periodic reports to
the Ministry of Mines & Energy through the Liberian Hydrological Service (LHS).
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& 2 Penalties for Non-Compliance:

a. A company/ institution who fails to renew a Borehole Drilli

Minister, or whose application for renewal is rejected/denied
drill nor begin to construct a well for the e

of, or research into groundwater.

ng Permit issued by the
| by the Minister shall not
Xtraction of groundwater and the monitoring

b. Unauthorized groundwater exploration. drilling, borehole construction and non-

reporting of required data may result in fines. permit revocation, or other penalties.

Chapter 7: Revocation of Permits

7.1 Grounds for Revocation:

a. The Ministry of Mines and Energy reserves the right to revoke permits in cases of

environmental violations, data falsification. or significant non-

compliance with
terms and conditions.

7.2 Hearing and Appeal

a. Permit holders may appeal revocation decisions by submitting a formal request.
following which an independent review will be conducted.

Upon receipt of notice requesting a hearing, the Minister must cause a hearing to be
held in compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act, to commence not more than
45 days following the date of such notice. The permit holder must be given at least 20
days’ notice of the date such hearing is scheduled to commence. The notice must
comply with the requirements of Section 82.4 governing the content of a notice of

hearing given by an agency of the Government. Thereafter the hearing schedule will
be established by the hearing officer in consultation with the Ministry and the Licensee,
the hearing will be conducted in accordance with Section 82.4, and a determination
will be reached in accordance with Section 82.5. The Ministry will seek in good faith
to expedite in accordance with Section 82.6 all hearings under this Section 18.

c. If the determination is favorable to the permit holder, the hearing officer will
order appropriate relief consistent with the terms of the Mining Law and this
regulation. If the determination is adverse to the permit holder, the permit
holder has the right of appeal to a court of competent jurisdiction provided in
Section 82.8. Review by a court is subject to the limitations contained in
clause 7 of Section 82.8.

d. Any determination favorable to a Licensee shall take into account delays
suffered by the permit holder in the commencement or conduct of its
Exploration program and in the conduct of the proceedings contemplated by
this Section 18 and shall include an appropriate adjustment to the Initial Term

or the Extended Term, as the case may be.

Chapter 8: Amendment and Review of Regulations

a.  This regulation shall be reviewed and amended as nccde:d by the Ministry of M;':;:ld;:??
to reflect best practices, emerging technologies, and national groundwater exp




Chapter 9: ANNEXES

ANNEX 11 LEGAL PROVISION OF MINERALS AND MINING LAW OF
LIBERIA, 2000
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y 3. GROUNDWA ER BOREHOLE DRILLING/ OPERATIONS PERMIT APPLICATION AND FEES SCHED
ULE

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

Ministry of Mines & Energy
P. O. Box 10-9024
1000 Monrovia 10 Liberia

v —

' Permit (Liberian & Foreign Owned)

" Groundwater Borehole Drilling/ Operations

PERMIT FEE STRUCTURE

_— e — e

APPLICATION FEES !
S — ISR o AN S K0 R iy et (RO S SRR AT . D |

T LICENSEFEES B 2750

Groundwater Borehole Drilling/ Operations $15.000.00

$5,000.00
Permit (100% Liberian Owned)
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WRMAT OF THE BORFHOLE DEVELOPMENT NOTICE
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
Ministry of Mines & Energy

P. O. Box 10-9024
1000 Monrovia 10 Liberia
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BOREHOLE DEVE] OPMENT NOTICE

R —— Piamamamaay R
Name of Person’ Company:
.‘\ddﬁ‘i‘;:

PO BOX 18 L T ‘ o RTINS
Phone Number:

Email Address:

— T —

Yo —— e ——
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Location of Proposed [_)Elliﬁg T

Drilling period: Purpose of Well: domestic, industrial/mining,
agriculture

e — _— = — = o —

_Pump—ﬁ:n Be Installed:

Yield:
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